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for the last nineteen years lived nearly always alone
without a colleague, without a companion, often
even without a servant. I am already fifty-six years
old. Father Gabriel Marest likewise lives alone in
his Mission with the same nation. During an entire
day he has hardly time to recite his breviary, or to
eat, or to take a short rest in the middle of the
night. His fellow-missionary, Father Jean Mermet,
can hardly work, owing to his ruined state of health
after having spent all his strength by excess of zeal.
They have hardly time to breathe, on account of the
increasing number of neophytes and their very great
fervor; for out of two thousand two hundred souls,
who compose their village, hardly forty may be
found who do not profess the catholic faith with the
greatest piety and constancy. We are separated
from each other by a distance of 120 leagues and
hardly once every other year have I time to visit
him.
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